TOURNAMENT RULES AND REGULATIONS
ELIGIBILITY:
1. All participants must be members in good standing of a Lutheran Church in Wisconsin.  Out of state bowlers affiliated with Lutheran Churches or Schools promoting Lutheran Secondary Education in Wisconsin and a member in good standing of a Lutheran Church may participate in the Tournament.  Non-Lutheran spouses of a Lutheran bowler are allowed to participate in the tournament.  Falsification of requested information will result in Disqualification and Prize forfeitures for that participant, team event members and Doubles Event partner.

DIVISIONS:
	OPEN DIVISION:
1.	Teams and doubles can be made up of all men, all women, or mixed men and women.

2.	A woman bowling in any event in the open division must bowl all the events in the open division to have her score count in all events.

	WOMENS DIVISION:
1.	Women only can enter team, doubles, singles, and all events.

HANDICAP:
1. Bowlers will receive 100% handicap with no limit for both open and women’s divisions.  Handicap will be based on scratch score of 225 for both divisions.

2. Team handicaps will be computed on an individual basis.  A team or individual with an average exceeding scratch will be allowed to bowl on a scratch basis, without penalty.  Individuals whose averages are below scratch will receive 100% handicap of the difference of their average and scratch.

AVERAGES:
         1.	Entering averages will be recognized in the following order: 
A. Highest USBC certified league average (based on minimum of 21 games) for the 2024 – 2025 season. ***
B. If no 2024– 2025 USBC average, use their highest current USBC certified league average.
C. If no average in A. or B., previous participation in the tournament will establish an average starting with the 2021 tournament.
D. If no average under any of the foregoing, men will be entered at 160 and women at 140. 
Tournament management reserves the right to rerate any entrant prior to bowling, including going back several seasons for an average. If entrant refuses the rerate, the entry fees will be refunded.
Sport/challenge league averages will be adjusted using the USBC Average Adjustment Scale if it is the only average available from the same season. 
Note:  If C or D apply, enter a check in the box and the Secretary will fill in.
*** Rule 319a2 will apply (15 pin) and rule 319e will not apply.

2. It shall be the bowler’s responsibility to verify the accuracy of his/her average, whether originally submitted by the bowler, their team captain, or others. Failure to use proper average or make correction before completion of the first game of a series shall disqualify score if submitted average is lower than actual average, or base prize winnings of submitted average if it is higher.  Re-rating requirements of USBC Rule 319a shall apply to all entries.

TOURNAMENT PARTICIPATION:
1. Unlimited participation in team event will be permitted, providing at least one member of the team is changed.  Not more than three players on the same team can place more than once in the prize list for position standings.  When a bowler competes more than once, his or her first appearance shall count toward their All-Events score.  USBC Rule 315 shall apply.  In doubles and singles events, no individual will be allowed to participate more than once.

2. This tournament is operated with USBC Moral Support Certification and provides high score protection for those who have established membership in the Congress prior to participation.  The tournament allows for the participation of those not affiliated with the Congress without payment of any dues. 

3. Associate membership is available to individuals who do not obtain membership through a USBC league.  Full privileges are provided with this type of membership.  Associate membership dues are $21.

PRIZE RATIO:
1. All prizes for handicap events will be based on total scores, with handicap.

2.     Handicap events prize ratio is 1 for every 6 entries for both open and women’s divisions.

       3.	Optional scratch events prize ratio is 1 for every 6 entries for both open and women’s divisions.
	
4.	Prize fees must accompany this entry, and will be returned 100% in prize money.  All-Events are optional.  No prize fees can be returned if entry accepted. 
                  
CLOSING DATES FOR ENTRIES:
1. Entries with reserved dates by January 1, 2026(reservations canceled as of this date), will get preferred times and dates. After that, entries are accepted on “first come – first served” basis.  Postmark will be used to determine order.

2. Dates and times requested will be honored based on lane availability.

3. Entries close April 18, 2026.

GENERAL:
1. No bowling the weekend of April 4 & 5, 2026 - Easter weekend.
 
2. All squads to start promptly as scheduled. Each event to be bowled on one set of alleys.

3. All monies due must be paid prior to bowling.

4. USBC rules apply where not covered by Association Rules and Regulations.

5. Each substitute must bowl each event under his/her own name and assume the line-up position of that bowler. NO SWITCHING OF PARTNERS.
	Substitute must bowl for the same bowler in all of the events to qualify for the paid all events prize fund. No Line-up changes on site in any event.
